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Archdiocese honors 11 longtime
workers at Catholic schools

Sister Ellen Powers (center) and Kathy Cronin, who are both retiring after four decades of
working in Catholic education, listened to Saint John Paul II Catholic Academy principal Kate
Brandley at a reception hosted by the archdiocese honoring 11 longtime Catholic school
teachers.
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For Sister Ellen Powers, it ran in the family. Of course she would be a teacher: Her
mother was, her father was. And so she would be an educator, too. For 42 years.
Christina Meaney knew her calling by the time she got to elementary school. She
watched her teachers struggle to explain math to her classmates. So she showed her
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Powers, of Saint John Paul II Catholic Academy, and Meaney, of St. Augustine in
Andover, were among 11 retiring teachers, administrators, and staff that the
Archdiocese of Boston Catholic Schools honored at a Mass and ceremony
Thursday. Together, they spent 318 years in Catholic education.
“It’s because we pay them so well,” said Kathy Mears, superintendent of schools for
the archdiocese. She was joking.
“No, it’s not about the money,” Meaney, 66, said. “It’s a calling.”
And it is about more than academics, Powers, 75, said.
“It’s a lesson of the heart,” she said. “Yes, there are lessons of education, but
lessons of the heart: teaching the kids to know, love, and serve God, and love their
neighbor as themselves.”
Bishop Peter Uglietto, vicar general of the Archdiocese of Boston, struck the same
chord during the Mass.
“Educating the heart, isn’t that what Catholic education is all about?” he said
during his homily. “Educating the whole person, isn’t that what you all have been
up to all these years?”
Mears likes to say that her schools are developing “saints and scholars.”
“We’re trying to get them to heaven and Harvard,” she said.
Not that it’s always easy.
In fact, for Powers, the hard part was also the best part: “When a youngster is
struggling with something, and then you see the light go on and they get it.”
Maureen Emde, a nurse for 26 years at St. Augustine, put it simply: “When you’ve
made a difference to a child and they smile, there’s nothing like it, and that
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And the Catholic school community gives back, Emde, 67, said. “You become part
of the family,” she said.
Charlotte Flynn, who taught kindergarten at St. Augustine, said she could not have
found the same community feeling anywhere else. That community was there for
her, through two deaths in her family — first her husband, then her son. Having
coworkers to lean on every day made all the difference.
Students feel it, too, Powers said. And a student at her school agreed.
“Sister Ellen has helped me in more ways than she knows,” said Nikolas Taylor, 14.
“She made me feel at home when she barely knew me.”
And, Mears said, they probably aren’t finished.
“They will enjoy their retirement, but all of them will do something at their schools
for a while,” she said.
Powers said that, every year at graduation, she asked her students to repeat a
phrase that she drilled into them all year. They yell it back to her: “Always strive,
wherever you go, whatever you do, to be the best that you can be.”
“That’s what’s important,” she said. “That’s what it’s all about.”
Reis Thebault can be reached at reis.thebault@globe.com.
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A 23yearold disappearance has been solved
Human remains dug up in Providence in March have been positively identified as
a South Boston nightclub manager who vanished in 1993.
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GROUND GAME

Knockknock. Is anyone home at Donald Trump’s N.H. campaign?
Many New Hampshire Republicans are concerned about Donald Trump’s nearly
nonexistent Granite State campaign.
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Student killed near school identiﬁed as a junior
Police are pushing Raekwon Brown’s fellow students for information in his fatal
shooting Wednesday near Jeremiah Burke High School.
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Hidden Petra monument found by a Maine native
Sarah Parcak and a team of researchers used satellite images to find the structure
in the ancient city of Petra.
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Murder victim ‘didn’t know anything about the streets’
Raekwon Brown was killed Wednesday outside of Jeremiah Burke High School,
where he was a junior.
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Grand Prix of Boston struggling to pay refunds
The company has paid out $400,000 in refunds but still owes money to some
people who bought tickets to the illfated IndyCar race.
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More than 60 people charged in gang crackdown
More than 400 law enforcement officers carried out a flurry of predawn raids in
the Boston area Thursday morning.
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Thomas Perkins,
84; tech ﬁnancier funded Google

The Harvard Business School graduate cofounded venturecapital firm Kleiner Perkins
Caufield & Byers.
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MBTA union ﬁles grievance over new attendance policy
The MBTA tightened its attendance policy on Jan. 1 after a Bakerappointed panel
found last year that T workers were absent 11 to 12 percent of the time in 2014.
MORE...

Plainridge Casino agrees to cut odds on problem gambling
The slot parlor’s new “play management” system is designed to help players keep
their losses under control.
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Mark Parenteau, WBCNFM’s longtime afternoon DJ, dies at 66
Mr. Parenteau was wellknown for his wit and unusual questions in interviewing
rock stars, comedians, and politicians.
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One dead, three injured in Dorchester shooting
A 17yearold student was killed Wednesday afternoon when gunfire broke out
near the Jeremiah Burke High School.
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In China, Mayor Walsh found little time to be a tourist
“This is China,” Walsh said, spreading his arms to envelop an expanse that
included a 500yearold juniper tree.
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Panera sued over sandwich served to child with allergy
The case of a 6yearold Natick girl reflects the growing tensions around food
allergies. MORE...
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A lesson in civics
Like many people, you are probably not keeping track of the status of medical
marijuana licenses on a neighborhoodbyneighborhood basis, so Adrian Walker
will explain.

MORE...

The young woman and the mountain
In the Presidential range, a mile above the world, the weather is a cruel monarch.
Climbers sometimes forget that; those who would rescue them cannot.
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Family long a bedrock for Elizabeth Warren
As the Senate candidate pursued her increasingly ambitious career, she was
steadied by the support of family and the grace of second chances.
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Dennis McCullough, 72; pioneer in endoflife care
Dr. McCullough advocated palliative care over invasive regimens for older
patients.
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College says rape victim is partly to blame
Attorneys for Worcester Polytechnic Institute argue the victim, who has sued the school, had
been drinking and made risky decisions.
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